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What is Natural Gas?

Natural gas plays an important role in our lives. Gas fireplaces and heaters keep us warm in the winter. Some
stoves also use natural gas to boil water and cook food. Natural gas travels through underground pipelines to
reach our homes. SoCalGas tests these pipelines reqularly to make sure there are no dangerous natural gas
leaks. There are also steps you can take to stay safe around natural gas. Keep reading to learn how!
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Get as far away as
possible as quickly as
possible.

How to Sense a Gas Leak

Natural gas leaks can happen outside or indoors. Fortunately, recognizing the signs of a natural gas leak is

Steps to Safety
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ELECTRIC

When something comes into contact with natural gas pipelines, a leak can occur.
That's why it's important to avoid gas pipelines when you dig. There are also
electrical wires, water pipes and other utility lines under the ground. An adult
should contact 811 at least two business days before you start building a fence,
planting a tree or doing any digging. They can call 811 or visit california81l.org.
Mark the area where you plan to dig with white chalk or paint. A worker will come
place flags or other markings to show you where there are underground lines.
Color the flags using the key to learn about what these markings mean.

NATURAL GAS

, OIL OR STEAM

COMMUNICATIONS

WATER

RECLAIMED WATER

SEWER

I TEMPORARY MARKINGS

Remember!

Do not move any
 flags you may see
after contacting 811.
Leave them in place
until your digging
project is done.




Dig Smart, Dig Safe

What should you do if there's a flag close to
your digging area? To stay safe, always use a
hand tool instead of a large digging machine

within 24 inches of a flag. Digging carefully
will help you avoid a natural gas pipe or other

line. Look at the flags and digging areas in - A W 4-‘
each picture. Determine the safest choice ez T— e — M e e

and draw a machine or hand tool.

15 inches 24 inches 41 inches

Safety Review Word Bank

What have you learned about natural gas safety? DOWN
Fill in the answers to find out! 1. carry natural gas under the ground.
1 * 2. After contacting 811, keep all in place Y h\ 4
~V

6 until you are finished digging. u
~ 3. Dead or dying , grass or weeds may m

be a sign of a gas leak.

: 4. Do not use anything thatrunson____~ True or Fa I se?

when there is a gas leak.
5 Usea tool to dig within 24 inches of Read each statement and decide if it's true or false.
a flag Circle the T for true and the F for false.
. .
3 1. If there is a natural gas leak, you will always be
ACROSS able to smell it.
9 4
) ﬂ. 6. Contact 811 at least two business days before
& you plan to 2. 811 markings show you where there are pipes and
5 7. If you see, smell, or hear a gas leak, you should wires under the ground.
tell an
8. A gas leak can make a whistling or hissing 3. You should tell an adult and ask them to call 911 if
- you notice signs of a natural gas leak.
1o 9. You may not always be able to a
natural gas leak. 4. It's safe to use a shovel within 24 inches of an
11 10. Natural gas may have an unusual . 811 flag.
11. We our food with natural gas.
- 12. There may be a gas leak if you see bubbling 5. You can move an 811 flag even if you're not
on the ground or dirt blowing into finished digging.
the air. *939]dwod s| 303foad buibbip JnoA j13un adejd uj sbejy ||g aAeaT "as|ed 85
*be|y e Jo sayoul 72 ulyyim bip 03 sjoo3 puey asn AjuQ "anJL v
‘ued noA se Aeme Jej se 39b pjnoys noA pue ‘yes| seb |einjeu s|qissod e j10dal 0} ||6 ||BD PINOYS }NPE Uy "dniL ‘€
= [} = 0 iU d (J . - o o :: ; _. : i } It '. *bej} JO 10]0D JUIIBHIP B Y}IM payJew ag ||Im aJim Jo adid jo adA} yoe3 ‘anip 7

*}1 |]aWS 03 3|ge ag SABM|e 3,U0M NOA 3nq ‘||aWS [ENSNuUN ue sey seb |einjen ‘as|ed 1

© 20 0 e alito a Ga ompa adema are prope 0 e espe e = v A YIMSNY



